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Brazil 3-2 in one of the most  Socrates, the winner coming in injury tme, towday, 60 year
mernorable World Cop matches of el And immediavely - seean — | feel herrer, T B
time. I'm 10 yesrs olid, my herois Zieo, and - Braefls 3-2 defeat in th Warld Cup
I'm absolutely goteed. It's of Hitle  has been avenged, and all i well with the
consolanon that every commencator and  world agrain,
journalist 15 deseribing the Samba Srarsas Thatwas the
*the hest peam to never win the World Cup’. it marrered. 1
So, 1 minutes after the ﬁn.d whistle, with @
se of injustice &u[l s
¥ hrother boa res
in a game of Sublure

u[;rS 1982, and Traly beave just defeated in 3-2, with goals fi Zico, F: . than 10 millio
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= 1994, bue his heartfelt and lifelong
= canee with Subbutes saw him chreatened
lawsuit from Stanley Marthews and
ienged 1o 0 duel by an angry Belgian,
wile his creation fought off compention
Fom computer games, DVDs and the
ent of the ntemet and survived-a stay
¢ cxecution, The game, the teams and the
SRSOITIEY Ly heave lli‘l!l!'lE’L'll I_M;,-}um:i
==coznivion bot Subburen is stll gong
=rong to this day, Not bud for 3 game
=il alter a stmall bird of prew.

In the beginning
In 1944, Perer Adolph noticed something
i the air. There was a palpable sense of
relief in post-war Britain and a gennine
dusire to have fun agdin, Fonrhall was back
and more popular than ever, while the
shiops were heing filled with &
growing mmber of games anil
tovs. Adolph realised that ifhe
coulid get in on the act, he
could be on o swmething big,
Hewas right. &
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Ohther versions of table foorhall already
existed, in the shape of blow foothall,
@ magnetic version and a similar gane o
Subbuteo called Newfoory, but Adolph
believed he could do berrer, His players
were 0 be cut out of two cardboard team
sheets and then slorred ineo 20 small lead
bhases. His goalkeepers were mounted on
o rectangular brown bases with metal
tuds ta control them while the goals were
assembled from metal wirewith a cardboard
net. Playing pitches weren't included so the
instructions advised recipients m “take the
chalk provided and mark your pitch onens
an ex-artny blanket”. Thousands would go
on to do ust that.

Adolph originally came up with the name
“The Hobby' (as in pastime; bur acroally
named after his favourite bird, the hobhy
hawk) but on approaching various parent
agents was told that the name was o
generic, The Latin name for hobby hawk
i€ faudeo subbuteo, Adolph not only ook the
bird name for his company, he also used
the Hobby Hawks head for its mrademark,

An advert was placed in The Boy’s Gaen
Faper, one of the first comies simed at boys
from 11} years upwards, and for the princely
sutmn of seven shilings and sixpencs (37.5p),
you conld order “Subboteo - The Game of
Table Soccer”. The rruth is Adolph only had
avague idea of how the game would work,
bt when £7,500 worth of postal orders
(£200,000 in today’s monev) arrived in
amatter of days, he cut shorta business trip
in the Unired States, retarned to England,
banked the money und setabout delivering
a product that fulfilled his original promise.

In Janwary 1947 he ook oot another
advertisement in The Boys Own Paper to
apologise for o ‘manufacturing delay’ owing
to the deluge of arders, but six months later
the very first Subbutco sets were delivered
by post.

1950s
As the new decade began, Adolph was

desperate 1o huild on his carly suceess and
uppermost in his thoughrs was seeing off
his nearest rival, Mewfooty. That game had
heen created by William Keeling in the
19205 and, after the war, had heen endorsed
by Stanley Matthews. Recklessly, Adolph
printed thousands of leaflets saying
Matthews also endorsed Subbutes — he
hadn't sought permission from the England
winger, but thought it worth the risk,
Within days a letter arrived from Marthews
saying i Adoph didn't destroy the leaflers

Bill Shankly
used a Subbuteo
set in one of his

most famous
team talks
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he would swe him up to the eyehalls.
Thousands of the leaflets were duly
dumped on the fire.

Anather nesr carastrophe occerred
when Adolph travelled 1o a wade fair in
Belgium to see what the Europeans
thoughs of his game. Thar none of the
delegates spoke any English was the least
ofhis warries, for when be retarned home
he received 1 lewter from a Belgian
solicitor. Tt stated that Adolph, while under
the influencs of aleohal, had paid too much
artention to the wife of one of the delegres
and that this man wanted to challenge him
tor i duel using swords. Adolph dechined,
but had ro pay the delegate & sum of money
that would satishy his digniey,

Drespite these sethacks, the sueeess nf the
original Subbuseo advere had given Adalph
the confidence to advertise in more comics
and soon even minre arders weare pouring in.
In 1950, he muve up his joby at the Pensions
Efice to concentrate full-time on his new
venture, moved into new husiness prémises
and hired two men - Gearge Underwoad and
Ron Reader - to help with the marketing
and producton of the game,

While Subbuten remained @ mail-order
buasiness, more and more costomers wers
miking special requests o purchase teams
in their favourite club colonrs and seon
awider range of kits was being offered. The
first Subburco leagnes were also being set up
an¢l organised b}ranmher."xdn]ph creation,
the Table Soccer Players Assodation, and
soon these developed int an impartan: tool
for the growth of Subbareo,

The original cardhoard playing Bgures
were replaced by flar celluloid ones and
before long the first retail outlets began
stocking Subbuten sets. Then, in 1956,
Adalph hired the services of the Medway
Tool Compuny, an injection moulding firm,
and, for the firse dme, Subbutea had the
haxury ofits very own plastic moulded bases.
le was the beginning of the big time.

1960s
The swinging 605 saw Subbuteo grow from
i cottage industry that Adolph operaed with
his mum inte 2 worldwide phenomenan,
With the purchase of the Medway Tool
Company, Adolph began making three-
dimiensional moulded fipures for Sealexric
and Dinky Toys, and these figures inspired
him o produce 2 new range of 3D Subbiten
figures. Whereas the st figures cauld he
printed by machine, the 30 figures wers a
ar more labour-intensive design. Everything
from the hair; boots and socks had w be
painted, so the Subluren oumworkers scheme
came NG Operaton,

Home workers, nsually housesives, were
sent the kits and were paid £1 for every
4,000 figures assembled und £1 for every
1.00A figures they painted, 2 piciful amount
given the difficulty of the work. Adolph was
fater grilled on The Fimmy Young Show
about these practices and the company was
investiguted by the Low Pay Unit, bat no
charges were sver bremghis,

Withaagus = il §

Abave Peter Adolph,
Subbuteo inventor
and enthusiast

Barcelona and Gibraltar, Subbutes vweas geins
from strength to strength, with 35 =
available and the number of jecesor=
such as fluodlights and scoreboards, ==
growing year by pear. By happy coingdence
this expansion coincided with the 194
Waorld Cup in England.

In 1861, Adolph had hired Genfire
Samsan to head up a new ssles team =
the new employee was quick to see tha: &
Warld Cup offered 2 unique mark
opportunity. For the tourmament, S
produced reams representing eac =
16 compiting nations and Sameos
persided shopheepers around the
L0 v over Nuge amounts of w
feat =T [EESEE :i.l?;:'_“]-z_‘_.'b. -.|—I.:;




Sales figares were already on an upwand
rrend before the World Cup, bue Geoff
i £ ht-trick, Nobby S6les” dancing and
Sabby Moore lifdng the Jules Rimet
oy prn]'H:lI::d Subbuteo to to another
svelaliogether In F963 sales amoonted ro
(H30; Five: years later the fgure was
L3000,

In 1968; fearing his company was getting
ma big, Adolph sold Subburen o the toy-
=aking company YWaddingzon for £250,000
£fm in todivs money) and was retained
v the company. By then Subbuteo had

socnié & horechold neme Fnd wasven

ek 3 pest-of thesocial and foorhall

L | Bas it thar the Tive
kv wiad 2 Soibbe
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Clockwise from top
baft Options to buy;
Chelsea's Tommy
Docherty holds
court; flick to nick:
the full caboodle;
Leeds's racial mix

Stepney in goal, he picked wp the Agure,
said “he can’t play™ and then put it in his
pocket, Carrying on through the whole
cern inthe same fashion, he stopped when
only three players were left These three,
he explained, were Denis Law, Bobhy
Charlton and George Best, and if 11
Liverpool players couldn't beae three men
they had no Aght towear the jersey. Shanks
would later become an official ambassador
for Subboteo.

1970s

Apparently frustraced by his lack of contral
over the markeang and direction of his
*baby’, Adalph resigned from Waddingron
in 1070, bt it did little va binder the grawth
of Subbutes, which by now was sellingin
rerail gotders thronghowe Eveope. In Angust

that vear, Subbucdn held its first cver

SUBBUTEOQ F.18e il @3 38:4 ¢

internationzl tourngment, hosted ar the
Savay Horel in London, with teams from
13 different countries. Although not
afficially called the Subbuteo Warld Cup, it
was pluyed in the same year as the real thing
in Miexico and was to all meents and parposes
the inaugural tournament. Germany won,
beating Belginm 2-0 in the final, and to add
glamour vo the event, Bobby Moore and
Gordon Banks, back from Mexico, were on
hane to present the wrophy

By the second Subbutec World Cup in
1974, total sales for the game had reached
El.3m, You could get more than 300
different reams and boy o huge range of
new accessories from throw-in and corner-
kick figures to stadiums. There was no
stopping the march of the linde plasde men.

Subbutes was always cpen to the
oeeasional publieity stune, bur none was »
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You could glue
them back
together, but
they were never
the same again

as successful as the one pulled at the 1978
Subbuten World Cup, The towrnament,
hosted in London, inchaded the first junior
rourmarent and was won by an Iralian-horm
Mexican boy called Andrea Picealuga. So
grewnd was he that Jim Leng, Waddington's
new marketing director, had Piccaluga'’s
ficking finger insured for £130,000. The
vost of the preminm was dwarfed by the
amount of press coverage it received.

1980s

Subbuteo was now well and truly part of
British culture, as the lynes of two famos
pop songs confirm. In the Undertones' hit
My Perfect Congin, Feargal Sharkey laments
that his consin “Always bears me ar Subburea,
‘oos he flicked the kick, bur [ didn't know™.
Muove vinyl recogmition came with Al [ Hime
Jor Crrsemear ir o Dulila Prague Away Kit on
Half Man Half Biscuits 12-inch EP
Trwmpson Riots, The song dedicares n whole
twa verses to the beaunful plasdc game.

Television also sought to fap inw
Subbuteo’s popularity, with BEC Scotland
ermmmissioning six 45-minute episodes of a
comedy drama based around the exploits
of the fictitous Real Falkirk, the most
suceessful Subbuteo club in the country,
Drespite some notable caomen appearances
from the likes of Roger Lloyd Pack (Trigger
in Omly Fools and Horses), the show was
ditched after one series,

By 1982, Subbureo was at its peak, with
an estimated seven million players around
the warld, Although ther figure would
decline thereafter, sales of the game were
still increasing. The introduction of the
astrocurf pirch was o popular innovation, as
was the launch of 16-man squads. The
hidecns noise of your centre-forward being
crushed under foot no longer meant yoor
team was deceased (of course, you could
always glue them back rogether bur they
were pever the same apain, In 1987,
Subbuten won the prestigions Tay of the
Year award for the third time in its hisory,
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1990s and beyond

After all the glory, the 199 was @ tough
nme for Subbutea. Berailers started o
reduce the amount of shelfspace dedicared
tor the game, while the world of foothall was
changing and Subbutea was struggling o
keep up. Sure, every ream now had three
black players but while in the good old days
Subbuten could produce one kit to cover
several tearns, the advent of shiresponsarship
and more complex shirt designs meant
tailor-made team-kit manufacturing was
becoming increasingty difficult,

When American toy giant Hashro paid
£37 million to buy Waddingron 1t was hoped
Subburen conld retnvent irself for a new
generation of fans, For financial reasons,
Hashro slashed the number of teams
available to just 46 and then just to
Premiership teams. Production was reduced
to & much smaller scale and the box-ser
produced for the 1998 Wirld Cup had just
three teams — Brazil, France and ]1_:11,.-.

The range was now unrecognisably slim,
and with the advent of COMpULEr gumes,
sales were falling, It cine as ligtle surprise

From top Running
repairs on the
‘walking wounded;
nice stadium, mate;
set-piece spacialists

tomost people when Hasbro announeed in
20400 that they would no longer be making
subbureo, Yet this was by no means the end
of the road. Whether it was a genuine
apnouneement or 4 cleverly manipulated
publicity stumt w generate Hagging sales
and to secure some free PR, the news thar
Subbuteo would be no more caused uproar
among the game’s army of worldwide fans,
National newspapers, TV and radio all
covered the story and the outery was long
and loud. Finally, Hasbro relented, sgresing
to continue with a limited range of sers,
games and accessories and supply them
exclusively to the Toys B Us chain,

Hasbro relaunched the gome in 2005,
reverting o fac players with photo-realistic
teams in the home kit of the G-14 elubs.
With new, advanced bases, 2 *dream team’
stadium and collectors’ skills sets, it seems
that every effort is now bemng made to keep
the dresm alive. And for further resssurance
that the Iv:g end continues, have a quick
search on eBlay, where vou'll ind chousands
of Subbuteo items for sale, many of which
are now collector’s items. If anything, the
intemet has helped o spread the legend of
Subburco,

A lifelong Oueens Park Rangers fan,
Peter Adolph died in 1994, aged 77. Far his
funeral in Tunbridge Wells, Waddington
sent a three-foot-high foral wreath in the
shape ofa Subbuee figure in bloe and white

hoops. His headstone has

a simple engraving of s hebby

hawk and rthe words ‘Faleo

Subbutea’. Without Adolph's

passion, drive and commitment,
millicins of children and grown
adules would Bave been denied
the simple pleasure of flicking
ey kick —and for that we sheuld
b l.:{ﬂ'tl'_'ﬁ.il.

As for my Subbugeo ser? Ic%
safely hidden away in the atic at
my house in Stockpore. I've yet
o become a father, but when my wife and
| decide to have children, T make ho
apologies for wanting 3 boy, 1 want to buy
him a ser of foatball nets, play foothall wich
him in the garden and for those cold and
rainy days {of which there are plenty in
South Manchester) I want o dig out my
old Subbutes set, unravel the beautifol
green batze, dust down the goalposrs and
be Brazil again, I can't wait, o
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